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The Soul's dark cottage, batter'd and decay'd, 
Lets in new light through chinks that time hath made, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


SHOULD my injuries, of the moſt crying kind 
imaginable, of which the following pages are a 
etch, be the means of turning the thoughts of 
men in power 10 atrocities far beyond words to 
expreſs (which, through the practices of the law, 


are not yet at an end reſpecting me), 1 ſhall have 
the conſolation that my ſufferings have not been in 


vain. At all events, ſacrificing my feelings to a 
faint hope of public good, I hope that, without im- 
piety, I may ſay with Sir Jobn Scott, who has my 
thanks, Liberavi animam meam; or rather, that 
it bas always been free, and ſometimes ſmiled, even 
in the boſom of horror, 
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Brains, by your aſſiſtance, together with 
that of another real Gentleman of the Faculty, 
reſtored from legal death, and the moſt inſup- 
portable ſituation poſſible to a-man of feeling, 
that of imputed, accompanied with the diſabi- 
lities of real, inſanity ; and having been adver- 
tiſed in the news-papers of my provincial reſi- 
dence, whilſt I was juſt as much in my ſenſes 
as I am at preſent, and at the ſame time fur- 
niſhed one of thoſe papers with a ſeries of eſſays, 
&c. &c. after mature deliberation I am in- 
duced now to make known ſome circumſtances 
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of my own cafe, a relation of the whole of whictr 
would fill a folio. 


After the incredible conduct of a man who, 
after taking a handſome fee, and making ſeyeral 
falſe promiſes, doomed me, as far as was in his 
power, to an entire broken heart; with an 
outrage to common ſenſe, and the wonder of 
the Attorney General, who declared it was a 
"d——4 odd thing; though Chriſtian charity 
forbids a literal interpretation of the term 
d——4; after this, I am the more obliged to 
you, and becauſe, almoſt the moment you ſaw 
me, you, with that intuitive lagacity whick 
is viſible in your countenance, pronounced me 


perfectly in my ſenſes, and, ſoon convinced that 
I had given all the proofs of ſanity poſſible to be 
given, readily conſented to give a poony cer- | 
tificate of it. 


Yes, I declare on my foul, that. it was impoſ- 
fible to doubt, as no one who knew me did, or 
could doubt of my ſanity ; and no one unac- 
quainted with the affair ever thought of my 
being otherwiſe. Notvithſtanding which, a 


man, 


EI 

man, who calls himſelf the friend of the un- 
fortunate, took money, &c. of me, and reſiſted 
all this demonſtration; and was, I have reaſon 
to believe, privy to a dark anonymous ſtate- 
ment to the Attorney General, whether de- 
monſtration itſelf, it could be called no leſs, 
was evidence of my ſanity; and whether the 
reſtoration of my eſtate would be the conſe- 
quence of a ſuperſedeas? Good God! yet for 
ſuch complication of injuſtice, treachery, and 
tyranny, no ſpecial Acts of Parliament are 


enacted, no fine, impriſonment, pillory and 
tranſportation provided. 


You, Sir, particularly expreſſed your wonder 
(wonderful indeed has been my fate) at my 
being able to ſetcle my mind to the compo- 
ſition of a ſeries of literary works in ſuch 
circumſtances, which I will now explain to you 
with the utmoſt ſincerity and truth. That ſe- 
renity of mind and peace, ſurpaſſing your 
underſtanding though of the very firſt rate, 
was chiefly owing to the conviction of a ſuper- 
intending Providence; and that misfortune is 
no more than a reaſonable tribute to the mi- 
32 „ 
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ſery of the world. Nor let this be deemed 
cant and hypocriſy, which I abhor, by thoſe 
ignorant of the conſolation of religion to de- 
vout minds deprived of every other. To, the 
aid of religion I added alſo: that of philoſophy 
and metaphyſics, a kind of a medium between 
both, and attended cloſely to the reſources of 
my mind, when preſſed and ſtrained to the 
utmoſt, at which times I uſually found my ima- 
gination aſſiſted, as it were, by colliſion, when 
ſuffering under the moſt. unutterable engin. 


During my irremediable confinement, I was 
driven to the verge of deſperation and real 
lunacy, through want of. lleep, occaſioned 
(1 ſpeak as if on oath) chiefly by the thin- 
neſs of the partitions of the apartments, 
whereby I was diſturbed by night with ſnoring 
and coughing, and by day with ranting and 
raving; ſo that I kno not what I would not 
have given, for an hour's peace, and am now. 
aſtoniſhed that I ſurvived, all, The poet ſays, 
that, at the point of death, _ 15 


85 both worlds at once we view, 
When ſtanding on the threſhold of the new. 


Having 


[ * 1 * 
Having thus cloſely attended to the opera» 
tions of my mind when urged to the brink of 
inſanity, as to form an idea of its reality, the 
beſt account I can give of it is, that in real de- 
rangement the mind is rather out of the body 
than the body out of the mind, according to 
the expreſſion, * out of one's mind.” I ſhall 
not, howeyer, ſay all, leſt I ſhould be deemed: 
a fanatic, after having in a manner learned to 
live in mental fire, and experienced the reality 
of religion which enabled its martyrs to endure 
real flames. Flames I never endured; but 
when as perfectly in my ſenſes as I truſt I am 
at preſent, I have been bound and tortured in 
a ſtrait waiſtcoat, fettered, crammed with phy- 
fic with a bullock's horn, and knocked down, 
and at length declared a lunatic by a Jury that 
never ſaw me; and, what would make a man 
tear his fleſh from his bones, all through af-. 
fected kindneſs. Another greadful aggravation. 
is, that every degree of reſentment againſt the 
authors of their ruin, is conſidered: as a pre- 
ſumption of remaining inſanity | in the ſufferer, 
who has hardly any chance of reſtoration with- 
out their conſent, though he adduces thouſands. 
55 4 of 
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of proofs that the whole was a ſcene of iniquity 
thus countenanced and encouraged. And ſo 
dead is ſociety to theſe notorious breaches of 
it, that hardly an inſtance has occurred of legal 
redreſs obtained, even for the loſs of property, 
the leaſt part (though mine has amounted to 
thouſands of pounds) of the nne _ 
inexpreſſible 1 injurx. 


The Attorney General, who has my thanks 
for making the motion, being fond of the eja- 


culation Liberavi animam meam, would uſe it 


with increaſed propriety, were he officially to 
attack a ſyſtem of outrage that beggars deſcrip- 
tion, and commences with depriving the ſuf- 
ferer of his property, the means of redreſs; a 


ſyſtem controlled by no proviſional guard in 


the nature of a Grand Jury; but a perſon, 
body, and often mind, 1s at the mercy of inte- 
reſted or offended relations, who thus have it in 
their power to inflict, without the charge of 
any crime, a puniſhment in compariſon of 

| | | which, 


» Mr. Gurney was my other own Counſel ; but "2 ply 
all, as 1 ſuffered all. | 


1 


which, tranſportation for life, or death itfelf, 
would be mercy. | 


To what particular cauſe I aſcribe my perſe- 
cution, of a kind the more ſevere, becauſe at- 
tended with indignity and contempt, inſtead of 
honour, its proper companion, is not material 
to the public: but they may be aſſured that 
theſe kinds of enormities are practiſed ; and I 
am content to be branded with the appellation 
of liar, if I have exaggerated this ſketch. But 
as if I were doomed to be the object of con- 
tradictions, I was found a lunatic, whilſt com- 
poling remarks on Jolinſon's Lives of the 
Engliſh Poets, inſerted in the Gentleman's 
Magazine, and afterwards publiſhed by Hook- 
ham, under the title of the Art of Criticiſm; 
and was declared non compos, and unable to at- 
tend to my affairs, which a reſpectable attorney 
kindly took into his hands, for me with a ſalary 
he procured under the ſeal, at a time when I con- 
tributed to Young's Annals of Huſbandry, and 
| uſed a farm of 100 acres entirely myſelf, who 
was at laſt extremely unwilling to part with his. 
| perquiſites. I was afterwards ſtill deemed a lu- 


natic 
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1 
natic for years and years, when none except 
thoſe acquainted with my hiſtory ever thought 
of ſuch a thing; and a certain perſon alluded 
to declared I was the moſt extraordinary one he 


ever knew, yet took my money and books with 


2 grin, and then bilked me. And to crown 
all, whilſt endeavouring to prove myſelf not a 
lunatic, and become a freſh prey to ſavages, I 


was ſummoned on a coroner's inqueſt about 


fifry yards from my own houſe, on which I 


thought it beſt to ſerve, and did accordingly. 


Of rapacity and brutality, and all that is 
ſhocking ro human feelings, a mad-houſe, that 
premature coffin of mind, body, and eſtate, is 
to an imputed lunatic, the concentration. A 


trade to which ſeventeen years of the prime of 


my life has been ſacrificed: a trade known to 
all, and diſregarded by all, the connivance at 
which is a horrible diſgrace to governriient 
and to ſociety ; which, whillt I forgive where 


forgiveneſs is due, it ſhall be the object of 


my life to expoſe to deteſtation and abhor- 
rence. Yes, on this ſubject I have an eſpecial 
right to ſpeak—T owe it to God, my country, 

1 85 : and 
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and humanity to ſpeak, and I . and, 
if en make my. hearers e cars." 0 £ 


Mr. Erſkine 1 7 WOK ba would not die ac; 
love. T hope that he will not: yet in a nation 
in which ſuch autrages as I have experienced 
are, practiſed with impunity, and their proſe- 
cution diſcountenanced, no man is ſafe from 
living and dying in a ſtrait waiſtcoat, in which 
I have lain whole winter nights bound, and cold 

from want of bed-clothes, a ſufficiency not 
being allowed me, whilſt as perfectly in my 
ſenſes as I am now. Would to God that he, 
ſince thoſe whoſe duty it is ta inveſtigate them 
ſhun them, would dart his lightning on ſcenes 
on which day has never ſhone ! that miſcreants/ 
to whom I bid defiance, may not for ever fatten 
on unſpeakable calamity. If the publication 
of my. caſe is dangerous, ſo is likewiſe filence: 
Should I at laſt PRI. let it be in the face 
of day. l 


3 happens that obſcure perſons, 
through extraordinary circumſtances, become 
the inſtruments of good. And I will hope 
5 S . that 
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that the preſent Lord Chancellor, whoſe rea - 


dineſs in doing me juſtice, heretofore an entire 
ſtranger to it, as far as he was applied to, has 
my fincere thanks, and whoſe humanity and 
integrity in his high office are univerſally ac- 
knowledged, will ſtrike at the root of this 
enormous evil, and thereby record his name on 
the roll of the benefactors of mankind. 


A Viftim to the Trade of Lunacy. 


POST SCRIAIER. 
You, Sir, as I have obſerved, having ex- 
preſſed your wonder at my writings, che of- 
ſpring of ſuch very unpropitious circumſtances, 


I take this opportunity of recommending to the 


favour of the public, my poeticaleffuſions (effu- 
ſions, I ſay, the verſions of Scripture itſelf being 
not ſervile) in the Galaxy, the compoſition of 
which was an alleviation of my miſery, and at 
times the ſource of pleaſure; for barren is the roc 
interſperſed with no patches of verdure. A work 
which having been long buried in the ſame living 

5 a | grave 


.* 1 
grave with its maſter, may potbly'n now par- 
take of his reſurrection. 2 © eie 


Had I known bom dreadfully this coupler of 
the Galaxy 333 


And many a Plague 1 aud many a Woe, 
And long, long, bong, of Hell the 8 blow— 


would have been verified in me, I ſhould have 
been overwhelmed with deſpair, totally beyond 
the philoſophy of any human being; ſo true it 
is that ignorance of the future, that anticipating 
Lethe, is the beſt boon of human life. 


My favourite author, Cowley, ſays that thoſe 
_ fafe- landed no more regard the wind; yet 
though I. do not believe Locke's, doctrine of 
material traces worn in the mind, I find Pope's 
aſſertion, that of all ſciences the hardeſt is to 
forget, more truly verified. 


I perfectly remember that when, on the 8th 
of October, 1778, I was overwhelmed with 
aſtoniſhment at being carried to Hackney, to 

take my abode with idiots and real or ſuppoſed 
IF '» 2 madmen, 
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f e and miſcellaneous poetry and proſe, having been, as 
might be ſuppoſed, blaſted in the bud by very bitter winds, 


Square, for half. a- ron, not one third of its value, if ſome 
good judges may be depended on. However, ſuch a book 


cite the curioſity of a nation celebrated for humanity ; eſpe- 
. cially. as the receipt ſhall be wholly applied to a Clergy- 
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madmen, ſome of them juſt as mad as myſelf, 
theſe lines of Milton occurred to me: 


— 


Hail, horrors ! hail, 
Infernal world! and thou profoundeſt hell, 
Receive thy new poſſeſſor, one who brings 
| A mind not to be chang'd by place or time, 


For had I been the devil, T could hardly have 
been uſed worle. = 


* The . n near 300 3 pages 5 
may be now had at No. 9, Thornhaugh-Street, Bedford- 


of poetry, warm from the brain of a Lunatic, ought to ex- 
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then, by proper inſinuations and a pity ing tone 
of voice, work up the patient to a due pitch 


of paſſion; then lay on bliſters; and before 
his agitation of ſpirits. has time to ſubſide, 


hurry him away violently to a mad-houſe, ſo 


denominated, that is to ſay, one of the graves 
of mind, body, and eſtate, much more dreadful 


than the Baſtille and Inquiſition. There, as an 
earneſt of taking poſſeſſion of all his property, 
the means of redreſs, pick his pockets of every 


thing, totally confound his underſtanding by 


the ſtrangeneſs of his treatment, and lay him 
in an rangent of Which the partitions are ſo 
thin 


thin chat he be kept awake by coughing, ſno - 


ring, and raving; and then allege as a proof of 
madneſs, that he ſleeps ill; but do not deſtroy 
him quite, unleſs bribed high, but give him 
opium to enable him to endure farther tortures 
and at the ſame time render him delirious. 
And ſhould his ſtomach reject the plenty of 
phyſic with which you muſt be ſure to ply 
him, the uſe of a bullock's horn will be very 
proper. Uſe him alſo with all manner of ſa- 
vage indignity; and be ſure not to forget the 
ſtrait waiſtcoat, nor alſo handcuffs and fetters 
occaſionally, they being no leſs powerful argu- 
ments in the hands of mad-houſe- Keepers, than 
cannon in thoſe of ſtate-tyrants. When the 
phyſicians, by appointment: 'of Parliament, viſit 
the houſe, rake particular care they do not fee 
the patient alone; but the maſter of the houſe 
' mult” be ſure to be with them himfelf, leſt 


beet improper © ſhoul d TROY tranſſpire, 
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NF the mean time, with all imaginable 
ce and kindneſs, and with tears in your 
eyes, ſue out a commiſſion of Lünacy againſt 


the unfortunate patient. And fhould his pa- 
a tience 


6 


2 


Er 15 ] 
tience far exceed Job's, ſo as to eraſe human 
feelings from his mind, and he be not "totally 
undone; ſuffer nobody whatever to come near 
him, nor let him be ſeen by the Jury, to whom 
you may allege what ydu will againſt him 
without danger of contradiction; as the mana- 
98 "commiſſioners, attornies, counſel, q and 
poſſibly the leaders of the jury, will be of your 
chooſing, and at your diſpoſal; whilſt doctors, 
lawyers, committees, rent- gatherers, mad-houſe-. 
keepers, roffians, and various other reſpectable 
brutes, make plenty of work for each other, 


among whom the property of the unfortunate 
Pe route 92 nen, ſcattered. 


$9 ſhall TY. walls of Lande 1 and become 
more and more honourable and reſpectable. 


NM. B. The friends and guardians of a lu- 
natic need very ſeldom be afraid that the ſtate 
of his mind will be regarded as an object, unleſs 
they mean that it ſhould ; but may depend on 


it that their will and choice will determine 
whether he i is in his ſenſes or not. 


Sketch 


ae ett ATE 
— ATA AI nos 


Sketch of an Helleborean.S avage, or Smiling. Hyena, , 
. Famous in a Province over which. the Devil is 
ſaid to do his bufineſs, by which the Author was 
. ſeverely bitten, and Sir John Scott induced to de- 

dlare it was a 9 nn. 


Tas animal is a non-deſcript of a mixed 
ſpecies. Form obtuſe—-body black head 
grey teeth and proweſs on the decline —viſage 
ſmiling, eſpecially ar the ſight of ſhining metal, 
of which its paws are extremely retentive— - 
heart ere to be A kind 155 _ white 
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